8              THE TREATY OF BREST-LITOVSK AND
the Bolsheviks were successful in imposing their
policy of procrastination on the peace discussions.
First Joffe and later Trotsky carried out delaying
tactics with masterly skill, and for six weeks the
conference was little more than a debating society.
Trotsky discovered in Kiihlmann an adversary who
was his equal in dialectics, and the two indulged in
what the irate Czernin later described as 'spiritual
wrestling matches'. The German Secretary of
State was trying to persuade his opponent to accept
the fate of the occupied Baltic Provinces, as already
settled. Trotsky maintained with a wealth of ver-
biage that their so-called 'self-expressed desire' for
union with Germany was nothing but a veiled
militarist annexation. As neither would abandon
his viewpoint a complete deadlock ensued, and
remained unbroken despite the protests of the re-
presentative of the Supreme Command, General
Hoffmann, and the pleadings of the Austrian
Foreign Minister, Count Czernin, who was aware
that the sands of life for the Dual Monarchy were
running out. The Supreme Command wanted
troops and Austria-Hungary needed bread: as long
as Kiihlmann and Trotsky remained locked in
rhetorical combat, neither was forthcoming.
The Conference breaks up
10 February 1918 saw the end. On the previous
day the Central Powers had signed a separate treaty
of peace with the Ukraine, which had proclaimed
its independence from Russia under a form of social
democratic government. The agreement provided